Travancore State Transport
passengers paying Rs. 7,15240-0 were carried This
service, it must be remembered, was inaugurated oil
22-8-1113.
The Department decided to carry the tea of the
Kannan Devan Hills Produce from IMunnar to Cochin.
Thereby, the State would be facilitating the easy movement
of the produce of tea to the port of Cochin which hitherto
had to use the ropeway to the foot of the hill, and then
the road, as far as Bodinayakanur before taking the rail
to the port. For the return haul, bags of rice were
expected from Cochin to Munnar, so that the question
of return haulage was solved. With this end in view,
14 lorries of two and a half tons capacity were ordered
to move the traffic so offering. The rate of charge for
such conveyance was fixed at the flat rate of four annas
per ton mile. Munnar stands almost at the summit of the
High Range and is adequately provided with fine roads,
electricity and other amenities. It lay in the midst of a
forest region which has now been converted into tea plan-
tations by the Kannan Devan Hills Produce Company and
is now a centre of the tea industry in the South of India.
Moreover, Munnar has the distinction of possessing an
ideal location. It is well connected by roads and is easily
accessible from the plains by the Neriamangalam-Pallivasal
road. This little town is also linked up with Coimbatore
and tldumalpet. Most of the tea was originally shipped
from Tuticorin and the tea was carried by an aerial
ropeway eighteen miles long to the foot of the hill, whence
it was taken by road to the rail head at Bodinayakanur,
The State Transport Department undertook to carry this
traffic and this has been their first attempt at tapping
freight traffic. In order to facilitate this, it was officially
notified in the Gazette of the 23rd May 1939 that: " Under
Role 26(2) of the Travancore Motor Vehicles Boles of
1096 passed under Section 12 of the Motor Vehicles Act VI
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